
SPECIAL SESSION 

 

ALLENDALE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

March 24, 2021 

 

 

The Special Session of the Allendale Board of Education was held in the Brookside School Auditorium 

and via the ZOOM meeting platform on Wednesday, March 24, 2021.  Mrs. Capano called the meeting 
to order at 7:04 pm. 

 
The flag salute was led by Mrs. Capano. 
 

Mrs. Engeleit announced that, “The public has been duly informed of this meeting in accordance with 

Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by posting at least 48 hours’ prior notice on the District website, 

bulletin boards in Brookside School and Hillside School and by like 48 hours’ prior notice to the Borough 

Clerk, the designated newspapers, and interested parties requesting such notification.”   
 

Roll Call Present: Mrs. Capano, President  

    Mrs. Gundersen, Vice President  

    Mr. Fliegel  

    Mrs. Rosner 

    Mr. Verbel 
 

  Also Present: Dr. Michael Barcadepone, Superintendent and Mrs. Maria Engeleit,  

    Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

  
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

Mrs. Capano informed the public of Bylaw 0167 procedures regarding the Open to the Public portion of 

the meeting, also available on the website.  

Several parents and staff shared comments on a variety of topics with regard to returning full time to 

school.  Questions/comments centered around the rise current rise in cases, the less than 6 feet of  

space between students, social distancing at drop off/pick up due to increased traffic, the fact that some 
students would need to change teachers. Other comments included some students are not doing well in 

the current environment, and would benefit academically, socially, and mentally by being back full days, 

and that parents would still have the choice to be all virtual;  Parents questioned the current timing, 

asking if it was specifically for state testing, with the students only being fully acclimated dismissed into 

summer break; Parents asked if random asymptomatic testing was possible, and comments were made 

on current hospitalizations and case rates; if this change was a mandated school openings versus a 
recommendation. 

Meeting closed to the public for comments/questions on Agenda Items. 

 

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Mrs. Capano thanked everyone for attending the town hall meeting on March 18, 2021 and for 

completing the district survey to provide input on the school reentry plan. She also thanked the staff, 

the administrators, and the Pandemic Committee for putting this plan together, as it was a lot of work. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Dr. Barcadepone provided input on how lucky the District is.  He reminded everyone, as he said at the 

town hall meeting, “The difference between good districts and great districts is everybody swimming in 
the same direction.” He asked the community to not allow this situation to break our educational 

community. “Now may be the perfect opportunity for us to model the expectations we have for our 

children - mutual respect for each other, the ability to agree to disagree, and carefully choosing what we 

post on social media. It’s my privilege to serve as the Superintendent of this District. Let’s ensure that 

we continue to work together to put forth its motto, “A Tradition of Excellence”.  

Dr. Barcadpone presented the survey results (51.9% : 48.4% in favor), discussed the Allendale 
Borough Health President’s opinion and read the latest guidelines issued 3/24/21 by the NJ 

Department of Health.  Dr. Barcadepone further commented the survey results and other pertinent 

information were being weighed heavily by the District as we make a final decision regarding the 

amount of time students attend school.” Please note, that weighing heavily is not the same as the 

results rendering a final decision. The Board of Education considered multiple sources, which 
included but were not limited to: the parent survey, input from staff and administration, physicians 

and local, county, and state health departments. Notwithstanding, the final decision remained with 

the Board of Education. Please understand that this will be a difficult decision, clearly represented by 

a very close margin among all stakeholders.  

 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

BOARD MEETING 

On motion by Mrs. Rosner and seconded by Mrs. Gundersen, and unanimously carried by roll call vote, 

the Board approved the following resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, to cancel the scheduled March 31, 2021 Regular Session of the Allendale Board of 

Education. 

   

SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

Board discussion ensued with Mrs. Capano commenting that with the results of the survey being so 
close, and the latest information from the State and CDC, this is an important topic for the full Board 

to discuss.  Board members, while noting they have their own children to consider, their research, 

thought processes, and comments are based on what is the best course of action for the school 

community at large.  Discussion points included  new social distancing requirements, and how that 

would look in the Allendale schools if all chose to return; changing class schedules, teacher/student 
changes, and how that would look if the District needed to revert back if increasing cases forced a  

closure; would virtual learning still continue is its current form; current academic standards;  a return 

to a fulltime schedule would still be different from a “normal” full day in prior years; effects on teachers’ 

schedules; academic, social and emotional benefit to full day; and any non-compliance issues. 

 

On motion by Mrs. Gundersen and seconded by Mrs. Rosner, and unanimously carried by roll call vote, 
the Board approved the following resolution: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, to approve remaining with the current hybrid schedule for the remainder of the 

2020-2021 school year.  
 
 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Mrs. Capano informed the public of Bylaw 0167 procedures regarding the Open to the Public portion of 

the meeting, also available on the website.  

No comments. 

Meeting closed to the public for comments/questions on Non-Agenda Items. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

On motion by Mrs. Rosner and seconded by Mr. Verbel, and unanimously carried by voice vote, the 
Board adjourned the meeting at 8:34 pm. 

      

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
      _____________________________ 

      Ms. Maria Engeleit 

      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


